About The Sculpture-Instrument

“The sculpture-instrument ‘The Elephant-in-the-Room’ is a
monument to the physical weight of pain unspoken. This
sculpture-instrument was initially conceived in 2019 during my
studies at the University of lowa as a resistance to continued
misgendering by two professors, despite repeated corrections
over email and in person, and walking out of class in response.

| also had witnessed or heard secondhand many experiences of
racism, sexism, transphobia, and predatory behavior on campus
that was not resolved when it was called out through the proper
channels.

“During the metal fabrication process of ‘The
Elephant-in-the-Room,’ a student movement began at the
University of lowa using the hashtag #DoesUlowalLoveMe. This
movement documented the experience of students who felt
treated in a loveless way, documenting the racism, sexism,
homophobia, transphobia, and ableism by professors, other
students, and the institution at large.

“The Elephant-in-the-Room is an instrument of contention,
meant to be rocked, carried, walked on, dragged, and fought
over during a tug of war. Meghan Morgan’s dancers have
brought the Elephant-in-the-Room to new life as a moving
dance-sculpture-object.

“The exposed dome of carved steel represents the ‘brain’ of the
elephant and the extension of curled iron tubing represents the
‘trunk. The percussionists explore the acoustic interactions and
resonances that occur from striking and muting the brain and
the trunk in various resonant locations. The bassoon’s pitch
vocabuary is derived from the resonances of the
Elephant-in-the-Room.”

-Day Marvel
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